thesis, he became acquainted with paleomagnetism, a brand new geophysical method back then. Encouraged by his PhD advisor, the late Prof. Rafi Freund, who recognized Hagai's special skills, Hagai took on a particularly challenging task for his doctoral dissertation. In his doctoral project, he developed paleomagnetic methods to reconstruct ancient tectonic rotations in the Galilee. His PhD (Ron et al. 1984) on block rotations marked a remarkable worldwide breakthrough in the interaction between field geology and geophysics and still serves as an important milestone in paleomagnetic research, even by today's standards. After a postdoctorate at Stanford, Hagai returned to Israel and established a paleomagnetic laboratory at the Geophysical Institute of Israel, with one of the first cryogenic magnetometers in the world, the cutting-edge technology of the time. He moved with his laboratory to The Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 2001, where he served as a professor until his retirement.
Hagai was a very creative scientist who kept coming up with new and innovative ideas of how to incorporate paleomagnetism and rock magnetism in interrelated fields of research. He studied ancient and recent earthquakes by combining archaeological and geological observations Marco et al. 1996; Nur and Ron 1996) . He explored the past behaviour of the geomagnetic field from the Dead Sea basin lacustrine deposits (Marco et al. 1998) . And he dived into the microscopic magnetic world of the tiniest particles in an effort to show how lake sediments could reveal the secrets of the ancient geomagnetic field (Ron et al. 2006 (Ron et al. , 2007 . He used paleomagnetism to reconstruct past tectonic activity in a wide range of geological settings including Cyprus (Granot et al. 2006 (Granot et al. , 2011 Ebert et al. 2010) , North America (Ron et al. 1986; Li et al. 1990; Ron et al. 1993; Eyal and Ron 1995; Ron and Nur 1996) and of course Israel (Ron et al. 1984 , 1985 , Ron et al. 1990 Ron 1987; Heimann and Ron 1987; Ron and Kolodny 1992; Heimann and Ron 1993; Weinberger et al. 1995 Weinberger et al. , 1997 Hurwitz et al. 1999) , among others. In his work, Hagai not only insisted on carrying out paleomagnetic analysis, as many paleomagnetists would do, but also did it the Bhard way^and incorporated thorough rock magnetic investigations. He explored in his career almost all types of rocks, including extrusive and intrusive volcanic rocks, marine and lake sediments, loess, carbonates and dolomites-and this is just a short and partial list. Hagai travelled all over the globe with his portable rock drill collecting thousands of rock samples, driven by an enthusiastic motivation to study, explore and reveal.
Hagai made a number of essential and influential contributions to archaeomagnetism. He used magnetostratigraphy to determine the age of several key prehistoric sites in Israel, including Ubeidiya, Erk el-Ahmar (Braun et al. 1991; Ron and Levi 2001; Davis et al. 2011) , Evron (Ron et al. 2003) , Ruhama and Revadim (Gvirtzman et al. 1999) , and was a founding team member of the Wonderwerk Cave project, South Africa. It was Hagai's initial paleomagnetic findings from Excavation 1 at this cave (Ron et al. 2005) that gave the first inkling of the great antiquity of the lowermost layers in this site. Since these surprising results extended the cave sequence back ca. one million years earlier than previously thought, Hagai, being a meticulous scientist, insisted on re-sampling the entire section to corroborate his initial findings, rather than rushing to publish these results (Chazan et al. 2008) .
Some of Hagai's last research was dedicated to a large-scale archaeomagnetic campaign aiming at reconstructing variations in the intensity of the geomagnetic field over the past several millennia from pottery and slag materials (Ben-Yosef et al. 2008 , 2009 Shaar et al. 2010 Shaar et al. , 2011 . This effort, currently continued by his students, is expected to deliver a brand new dating technique for the archaeological community.
Hagai was a wonderful teacher, colleague, friend and notably one of the most inspiring scientists I worked with. He was kind, respectful, open-minded and a true gentleman. He was a dedicated and caring mentor to his students, and I was lucky to be one of them. His creative and profound thinking, enthusiasm and humour will remain unforgettable. I am grateful for the privilege of having known and worked with him. He will be sorely missed.
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